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Mayor’s Year-End Report 2019 
Delivered on December 17, 2019, by Mayor Bryan King 

 

2019 was a very busy year with many accomplishments, and I want to thank the Town Council and staff 

for their hard work and dedication to our community.  

 

We decided to establish a new practice this year.  Rather than include a summary of the year’s activities 

in the upcoming budget speech, I will present that information to Council as a year-end report.  The 

traditional practice of combining the previous year’s activities with the upcoming year’s plans attempted 

to compress too much information.  By separating them, we hope to ensure Council, and by extension, 

our residents, have a greater understanding of the municipality’s undertakings.   

 
Capital Works Projects 
 
 
I will begin my report by discussing our capital works projects. 
 
 
We launched or concluded eight capital works projects in 2019, and they are as follows: 

▪ Main Street Upgrade:  750 meters of asphalt was replaced in the east-end.  This project was 

funded by the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador (50%) and the Town’s gas tax 

funding.  No borrowing was required. 

▪ Newtown Road booster pumps upgrade:  The old pumps, which service Hampton’s Hill, Tower 

Road, Junction Road, Tuners Road, and Newtown Road, were replaced with a modern system.  

The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador funded this project (80%), and Council will 

borrow its share.   

▪ Main Street Viewing Area and the Station Road Boat Launch:  As part of the Exploits River 

Development Strategy, the Town completed the Main Street viewing area and the Station 

Road boat launch.  These sites aim to improve access to the Exploits River to increase 

opportunities relating to the recreational salmon fishery.  The Atlantic Canada Opportunities 

Agency (ACOA) and the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador funded this project 

(approx. 67%), and Council is using its gas tax for its share.  No borrowing is required.   

▪ Public Works Depot Roof Upgrade:  The roof in the Public Works Depot was leaking and 

needed correction.  Council is using its gas tax funding to upgrade the roof.  No borrowing is 

required. 

▪ Main Street Beautification:  You may have noticed that the ditch along Main Street from 

Shoppers Drug Mart to Station Road has undergone work over the past month.  We will finish 
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this project in 2020.  The ditch will be filled and covered with sods/grass to improve the 

appearance of Main Street for residents and visitors.  Council is using its gas tax funding for 

this project.  No borrowing is required. 

▪ Hampton’s Hill Water Tower:  2019 saw the commissioning of the new water tower on 

Hampton’s Hill.  The previous tower was very old and had to be replaced.  This project was 

funded by the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador (80%), and Council borrowed for 

its share. 

▪ Riverside Drive Road Upgrade:  The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador approved 

this project in 2019.  We were hoping to have it completed by the Fall, but the timeline didn’t 

work to our advantage; therefore, this project will begin and conclude in 2020.  The 

Government is contributing 50% towards the project, and Council is borrowing for the 

balance. 

 
As you can see, Council has focused its capital investments in roads, water infrastructure, and tourism-

based projects.  We believe these investments are critical to the long-term sustainability of our 

community.  Future investments, as discussed in the 2020 budget, will concentrate on much of the same 

in addition to recreation assets.   

 
Public Works 
 
 
The Public Works Department was very active in 2019.  The employees in our Public Works Department 

are among the best in the province.  They deliver our critical services – water, sewer, snow clearing, etc. 

– and confront hard conditions to do so.  We sincerely appreciate what they do for our community. 

 

In 2019, we added a new Ford F550 to the Public Works Department.  This equipment is used to sand/salt 

roads among other general purposes.  We also acquired a new sweeper attachment for our loaders.  This 

equipment enables the Town to remove the sand that has accumulated on the roads during the winter 

season.  Over the past several years, we have invested significantly in the Public Works Department fleet 

to ensure it has the necessary equipment to deliver services to our residents. 

 

Some of the activities that the Public Works Department completed this year are as follows: 

▪ Implemented the 2019 curbside residential Spring clean-up.  Over the three weeks (May – June), 

the Department collected approximately 100 tonnes of debris and waste. 
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▪ Repaired many sections of asphalt.  Council invested approximately $50,000 in regular asphalt 

repair in 2019. 

▪ Completed a two-week waterline flushing program. 

▪ With assistance from W. Reid Construction, disbursed asphalt millings throughout town as a dust 

control measure on the track beds. 

▪ Oversaw ditching work throughout the community.  Approximately 1,200 meters of ditching was 

completed this year under contract.   

▪ Repaired five (5) waterline breaks as of December 17, 2019. 

▪ Repaired two (2) residential sewer laterals in accordance with Council’s regulations. 

▪ Completed work to prepare the Community Garden in the Fallsview Municipal Park.  The 

Department played a strong role to improve the overall appearance of the Community Garden. 

▪ Sealed cracks that have developed in our road network.  In 2019, we acquired a “Crack Sealer” 

that deposits a tar-like substance in cracks to prevent water erosion.   

▪ Repaired several water valves, curb stops, a fire hydrant, and installed inflow protectors on 

manholes to prevent stormwater from entering the system, among other things. 

▪ Hired four (4) summer students, through Canada Summer Jobs, to maintain grass over seven 

weeks in June, July, and August. 

 

This list does not represent all the Department’s activities.  Services such as snow clearing, chlorine 

sampling, and many other things happen that are very important.   

 
Recreation 
 
The Recreation Department saw significant growth in 2019. 
 
 
In addition to operating the Pat O’Reilly Memorial Stadium, the Fallsview Municipal Park, and other 

recreation assets/facilities, the Department completed the following: 

- Delivered the summer recreation program:  73 participants registered for the program in 2019, 

which is down from 76 in the previous year.  Based on a post-program evaluation survey, however, 

most people were pleased with this year's offerings.  The Recreation Standing Committee is 

considering the feedback received from the survey and will incorporate changes in 2020. 

- Enhanced the Riverside Drive Boardwalk:  This recreation asset has become so important to our 

residents!  It is highly used, and we constantly receive positive feedback.  This year, we enhanced 
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the boardwalk by adding a gazebo that was constructed by the Bishop’s Falls Correctional Centre.  

We also connected the gazebo to the existing boardwalk and added benches. 

- Enhanced the Community Garden:  Extensive work was completed on the Community Garden this 

year.  We added 30 fruit trees, additional planter boxes, a new sign, and we improved the 

landscape.  All the planter boxes were used this year, and we intend to add more in 2020 if our 

grant application is approved.   

- Enhanced Recreation Programs and Events:  For the first time in many years, we added new 

programs and events to the Recreation Department.   

o Harvest on the Exploits, which occurred in October 2019, brought together vendors, residents, and 

even Zombies to celebrate with Fall-themed activities.  It was a great success.     

o As an addition to the Community Garden, we hosted jam and relish workshops with support from 

the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador.  These workshops, which are part of the 

Community Garden Harvest Program, will continue in 2020 with some improvements.   

o The first Pumpkin People/Scarecrow contest took place with over 20 people participating, and 

around 800 people voting online. 

o Christmas on the Boardwalk was established this year!  There is much excitement in the 

community over this event, which we will launch on December 20, 2019. 

o During the summer, the Department hosted 18 RVs, as part of a caravan, at the Fallsview Municipal 

Park.  We provided entertainment and welcomed them to our community. 

- Delivered our Traditional Events:  As in previous years, we held our Canada Day event and 

Seniors/War Veterans Banquet on July 1, 2019.  Both events were well attended.  We also 

provided additional support to the RiverFest Committee, and this year’s civic festival was a great 

success.   

- Hosted the Central Summer Games:  We welcomed young athletes from Grand Falls-Windsor, 

Springdale, and Botwood to compete in summer games in August.   

- Improved Existing Recreation Assets:  We improved the safety of the Pat O’Reilly Memorial 

Stadium by installing a fixed carbon monoxide detector system.  We also repaired equipment at 

the west-end playground. 

 

Again, the above list does not represent all the Department’s activities, but it provides a solid summary of 

the highlights for 2019. 
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Other 
 
The Town was busy in other areas, too.  For example, we; 
 

- established a strategic plan for 2019-2022. 

- acquired a JCP to begin documenting the Town’s assets.  The latter is part of a larger initiative to 

create an asset management strategy for the Town. 

- applied for ten government-funded grants/programs.  Six were successful, one was not, and three 

are pending decisions.   

- delivered the Memorial Day Ceremony, Civic Awards, Remembrance Day Service, and the annual 

Christmas tree light-up. 

- continued to develop the King’s Road Subdivision through an agreement with W. Reid 

Construction. 

- processed the following permits: 

o 4 new dwellings. 

o 3 demolition/residential rebuilds. 

o 2 commercial developments. 

o 4 extensions. 

o 11 accessory buildings. 

- started using social media more to engage the community.  Surveys were issued, feedback was 

sought, and the community was invited to help design events.   

 

I began by saying 2019 was a busy year, and I’ll end by saying the same – the past 12 months have been 

busy as evident by this report.  I must stress, however, that I have not captured all the activities of the 

Town’s Departments and employees.  I intended to provide a summary, albeit detailed, but it is impossible 

to outline all the activities that are completed throughout the calendar year.  What this report does show, 

however, is that we are an active Council.  As I’ve said before, this Council is not interested in governing a 

municipality, we are interested in growing a community, and our efforts reflect this.  

 

While 2019 was a successful year in many regards, it should only give cause to want more, to do more.  

Bishop’s Falls is a wonderful community that is showing its potential.  Let’s keep that good work going 

into 2020. 

 

I wish everyone Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 


